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   SPP

Seminars in Professional Psychology


Seminars in Professional Psychology (SPP)

Psychological Assessment Seminars 2012
Co-ordinator: Dr  Daleen Alexander

Room:
        U221

Telephone :      717 4526

Email:               dinah.alexander@wits.ac.za
Welcome to the SPP seminar series in Psychological Assessment. This seminar series aims to train professionals that are skilled in assessment within the South African context.

Please note that these seminars form an integral part of your overall training and are therefore compulsory. In order to meet DP requirements, it is necessary to attend all seminars. If you have a valid reason for missing a seminar, please request release from the seminar in advance from Dr Katherine Bain (SPP co-ordinator). Please be sure to provide a medical certificate or other valid written confirmation that you are unable to attend.

AIM:



The aim of this module is to train professionals that are skilled in assessment within the South African context. 

CORE COMPETENCIES:

The core competencies of this module are aligned with the competencies required by the Professional Board. This module aims at enhancing the ability of learners to 

· Carry out professional psychological assessments and develop expertise in this area.

· Develop skills in assessment practice management and referral expertise.

MODULE SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES:

By the end of this module learners should:

1. Perform professional and ethical psychological assessments.

2. Critically evaluate the assessment process within the South African context.

3. Apply appropriate assessments for different assessment contexts.

4. Integrate assessment information into clear assessment reports.

5. Communicate feedback in a sensitive and ethical manner to clients and other stakeholders.

6. To gain basic practice management and referral skills.

7. Specialise in a specific area (Clinical, Community-based Counselling and Education) of psychological assessment.

CONTENT:
Block 1

Introduction to child assessment (including history taking and assessment procedure)

Intellectual assessment 

Attachment theory

Emotional/ projective assessment

Referrals

Block 2  

Introduction to adult assessment (including history taking and mental status

examination)

Thematic Apperception Test and application of other projectives

Adult Intellectual assessment

Personality assessment

Neuro-psychological assessment

NOTIONAL STUDY HOURS:


 
Number of contact hours


 

Lectures: 
                        
72

Supervision



72

Number of non-contact hours:





Self directed study:


42

Study for Assignments:

45

Preparations for 

Examinations:


15

Total




246

These hours exclude practical sessions that will be held throughout the year.

TEACHING AND LEARNING METHODS:

During contact sessions (lectures) teaching and learning will be in the form of seminars, workshops, group discussions, test demonstrations, role-plays and formal lectures. Students will be expected to do library research, additional reading as well as practice test administration outside of contact sessions.

ASSESSMENT METHODS AND WEIGHTING:
This module will make use of both formative assessment and summative assessments. Formative assessments are developmental and focus on giving students support, diagnosis and feedback. Summative assessments have an evaluative focus, which is intended to determine students’ competence in specific areas. 
Students will be expected to write two reports on protocol interpretations which will constitute a mark of 20%. A mark of 10% will be allocated for the child assessment report and 10% for the adult assessment report.  There will be three assessments allocated for assessment for the year making up the year mark and one exam which may also be an exam equivalent), bringing the total number of assessments for the year to four.  
Details of the specific structures of these assessments will be provided to students by assessment lecturers within specific programmes. 
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA:

Assessment criteria will be based on the module outcomes. 

Practical times are scheduled per programme

The programme specific assessment teams will undertake supervision for practical sessions. 

MODULE MATERIALS

Recommended text: Foxcroft, C. & Roodt, G. (2005). An introduction to psychological 

            assessment in the South African context (2nd ed).. Cape Town:     

            Oxford.

Resource file: Lecturers will be recommending Chapters from various texts and articles 

                         from which students can develop their resource files.   
ASSESSMENT MODULE OUTCOME DISPLAY

	Module Outcomes 
	Wits outcomes
	Critical Outcomes
	Assessment

	1.Perform professional psychological assessments.


	Assess and process information

Competence to manage oneself

Discipline competence
	- Identify and solve problems which responses display that responsible decisions using critical and creative thinking have been made

- Work effectively with others as a member of a team, group, organisation, community

- Organise and manage oneself and one’s activities responsibly and effectively

- Use science and technology effectively and critically, showing responsibility towards the environment and health of others

- Reflect on and explore a variety of strategies to learn more effectively

- Participating as responsible citizens in the life of local, national and global communities

- Exploring education and career opportunities

- Develop entrepreneurial opportunities
	SPP and Programme specific formative and summative assessments

	2. Critically evaluate the assessment process within the South African context.
	Critical analytic competence and problem solving

Ecosystemic competence
	- Demonstrate an understanding of the world as a set of related systems by recognising that problem-solving context do not exist in isolation 
	SPP and Programme specific formative and summative assessments 

	3. Select appropriate assessments for different assessment contexts.
	Research competence – in assessment

Social competence
	- Being culturally and aesthetically sensitive across a range of contexts


	SPP and Programme specific formative and summative assessments

	4. Integrate assessment information into clear assessment reports.


	Communicate and produce information
	- Collect, analyse, organise and critically evaluate information


	SPP and Programme specific formative and summative assessments

	5. Communicate feedback in a sensitive and ethical manner to clients and other stakeholders.
	Communicate and produce information
	- Communicate effectively using visual, mathematical and/ or language skills in the modes of oral and/ or written presentation


	SPP and Programme specific formative and summative assessments


	Module Outcomes 
	Wits outcomes
	Critical Outcomes
	Assessment

	6. Gain basic practice management and referral skills.
	Competence to manage oneself

Critical analytic competence and problem solving

Communicate and produce information
	- Identify and solve problems which responses display that responsible decisions using critical and creative thinking have been made

- Organise and manage oneself and one’s activities responsibly and effectively

- Develop entrepreneurial opportunities
	SPP and Programme specific formative and summative assessments 

	7. Specialise in a specific area (clinical, Community-based Counselling and education) of psychological assessment
	Assess and process information

Competence to manage oneself

Discipline competence
	- Identify and solve problems which responses display that responsible decisions using critical and creative thinking have been made

- Work effectively with others as a member of a team, group, organisation, community

- Organise and manage oneself and one’s activities responsibly and effectively

- Use science and technology effectively and critically, showing responsibility towards the environment and health of others

- Reflect on and explore a variety of strategies to learn more effectively

- Participating as responsible citizens in the life of local, national and global communities

- Exploring education and career opportunities

- Develop entrepreneurial opportunities
	Programme specific formative and summative assessments


SPP CHILD ASSESSMENT COMPONENT 2012
The SPP protocol interpretations counts for 10% of your total assessment year mark. Please be aware that this is a foundational, introductory child assessment component that will expose you to the assessment process but is in no way complete. Your training, familiarity with the process and tests used, and depth of understanding will continue to grow through your stream specific training this year.  

	BLOCK 1

      ALL

STUDENTS
	             MORNING SLOT
	   AFTERNOON SLOT  (UNTIL 4.00PM)   

	20/02/2012
	9.00 – 12.00 

Introduction to child assessments

Discuss contents of files

Discuss report template and evaluation criteria

Child intake interviews

Daleen


	

	27/02/2012
	9:15 – 12:00

An introduction to cognitive assessment

(SSAIS-R

Basic battery

Administration

Renate

(students book times to work with SSAIS in pairs)
	1.00pm – 4.00pm

An introduction to cognitive assessment

(SSAIS-R)

Scoring

Deciding which test to use

Screening for learning difficulties

Referrals

Renate



	05/03/2012


	9.00am – 11.00am : group 1 (Ed and Clin) observes a history taking at Rahima Moosa (previously Coronation) Hospital (Renate/ Zaytoon)

11.30 – 13:30: group 2 (MACC and Neuro) observes a history taking at Rahima Moosa (previously Coronation) Hospital (Daleen/Aline)

Meet your facilitators at Rahima Moosa Hospital’s Psychology Department half an hour before.


	14.00 – 16.00pm 

Administration of Projectives

Emotional and Projective Assessments

                 (an overview)

Renate



	12/03/2012
	9.00 -12.00 : group 1 observes  an assessment conducted at Rahima Moosa Hospital (Renate/ Zaytoon)

12.00-13:00: Discussion on administration issues

(Renate/ Zaytoon)

Copies of protocols to each group

* Students to interpret protocols for    

   week five.

	12:00 – 15:00: group 2 observes  an assessment conducted at Rahima Moosa Hospital (Daleen/Aline) 

15.00-16:00: Discussion on administration issues

(Daleen/Aline)

Copies of protocols to each group

* Students to interpret protocols for    

   week five.


	19/03/2011
	9.00 – 11.00
Supervision of the assessments

conducted 

(Group 1: Renate/Zaytoon)

 
	11:00 – 13:00

Supervision of the assessments

conducted 

(Group 2: Daleen/Aline)



	26/03/2011
	9:00 – 10:00

Group 1 observes a parental feedback at Rahima Moosa (Renate/ Zaytoon).

10.00-11.00

Group 1 observes a parental feedback at Rahima Moosa (Daleen/Aline).

Refer cases to Speech and Social Work for further investigation

Students hand in their protocol interpretations (DAP, KFD, CAT/TAT, & 

SSAIS-R) to their programme specific assessment facilitators for marking at the feedback session. 
	12.00 – 14:30

Attachment theory and video 

Daleen



	
	
	Vac from 30/03/2011 – 09/04/2011

	16/04/2112
	09:00 – 12:00

WISC-IV workshop


	Zaytoon and Joseph



	
	END OF SPP CHILD ASSESSMENT
	


* Rahima Moosa was previously named ‘Coronation Hospital for Women and Children’
SPP ADULT ASSESSMENT COMPONENT 2012
The SPP Adult assessment protocol interpretations (brief report) will count for 10% of the total assessment year mark. Please be aware that this is a foundational, introductory adult assessment component that will expose you to the adult assessment process, but is in no way complete. You will receive continuous training and supervision in your specific programme from the second block onwards, which endeavours to further familiarize you with the process and tests used in adult assessment, aiming to facilitate your depth of understanding and continual growth 
	Date
	  Slot 1:   MORNINGS


	      Slot 2  

	23/04/2011
	09.00am – 11.30

Introduction to adult assessment, history taking and Mental Status Exam

Joseph Seabi
	12.00- 4.00pm

Projective assessments

Joseph Seabi

	30/04/2011
	9.00am – 12.00 pm

Objective assessments (administration and interpretation)

MCMI

Katherine Bain
	12.30 – 15.30pm

Objective assessments (administration and interpretation)

16PF

Katherine Bain

	07/05/2012
	9.00am – 1.00pm

WAIS-III administration

Kate/Enid
	2.00 – 4.00pm

Application of WAIS III

Kate/Enid

	14/05/2012
	9.00am – 4.00pm

Neuro-psychological  assessments

Marilyn 
	

	21/05/2012
	 9.00 am- 10.30 : 

Group observes a history-taking at Tara Hospital (Katherine, Marilyn & Kate)

	13.30- 15.00pm

Supervision of 16PF and MCMI protocols 

(Katherine)

	28/05/2012  
	8.30am – 12.30pm

Group observes assessment – WAIS-III, brief neuro screening and TAT

(Katherine, Marilyn & Kate)
 
	


	04/06/2012
	 09.00 – 10.00

Supervision of WAIS-III (Kate) 

10.30-11.30

Supervision of neuro screening (Marilyn)

12.00 – 13.00

Supervision of TAT and clinical impressions (Katherine)

	    

	11/06/2012
	12.00

Hand in protocol interpretations

	

	18/06/2012
19/06/2012
	09.00 – 11.00

Report writing seminar for Ed, Clin and Neuro (stream specific classrooms)  

(Katherine/Zaytoon/Marilyn)
12.00 – 14.00

Report writing seminar for MACC (stream specific classroom)  
Daleen

	

	
	END OF SPP ADULT ASSESSMENT 
	

	
	
	Vac from 23 June –15 July


During Blocks 3 and 4 students will continue with programme specific seminars/ practical work and supervision.
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